THE  TIGER S   CUB
Mandel, still unalterably opposed to an armistice, was called an
"irreconcilable" by Baudouin, who described him as "silent and
contemptuous . . . with his stony eyes amused to record among his
colleagues a fear and mediocrity greater than even he had imagined".141
General Spears had a conversation with Mandel that same day and
found
"his detachment and objectivity in all this confusion... astonishing.
A very curious man. One side of his mind was watching the antics
of his colleagues with ironical amusement. The spectacle of all
this weakness fascinated him, while the problem of unravelling the
motives of each one absorbed him, for it was a game he had become
expert in long ago when serving Clemenceau, and had practised
ever since. The other side of his mind was watching events through
those eyes that were like thimbles full of sea water, behind which
lay the cold alertness of a barracuda always ready to pounce with
startling rapidity on anything that passed within its vision. If it
was possible to be fond of a fish I should have been fond of Mandel.
For he was like a fish if you could imagine one with the straight
damp locks of black hair hanging like seaweed over its gills. I
expected him to pounce on the defeatists at any moment. But the
opportunity did not come in time, or perhaps, the fear that his
religion might weaken his authority held him back." 142
As the Germans continued their advance through France, the French
government was forced to evacuate Tours and move to Bordeaux,
where the deputies and ministers began to arrive on 14 June. Mandel
set up his office in the Prefecture and summoned to his aid those opposed
to the armistice, Leon Blum was called and asked t<5 exert influence on
various ministers who were still wavering. MandeFs office, where
Blum, Herriot and Jeanneney virtually lived for the next three days,
became the centre of resistance.143 Pierre Laval established his head-
quarters in the office of Adrien Marquet, Mayor of Bordeaux. He
began his campaign in favour of an armistice and sought to persuade
all the arriving ministers and parliamentarians who had to see Marquet
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